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REC BRIEFING % peounbaer 18358

|

BRIFIED ENTIMATE QF SOVISY ICBE CAPABILITIES

gince ithe conpleiion of owr lasi majer ewtimite om Soviet

guided niseiles {on shich I lwisfed the Couneil sa 37 Migest

1958), the intelligeaces commmizy hes imteasively re-~eoxeninsed

the Beviet ICBN program.

A. Perticipeting in this review, ia additios to isdividml
intelligence agencies with competeanse ia this fiald, vere
the Cuided Htssile Intelligmce Commities of the Uailted
States Intalligence Bosrd aand 3 speuial ad heu panel of
consultants from other arses of gevearmment aad froa
tndustry, vhom I sallad togeiher fer this purpose sfiler

25X1
coasultiing with bw, Killiswm, ‘
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115. our review of 31l available evidense hes jubt boun comploced,
snd the United Btates Intelligense Soard bas soncurred wiihout
dipmont to s semewhat modified sstimmte of Soviet ICEm
capabilities,

A. Ue continue to Bolieve that the UG will probakly sehieve
a Tirst operstionsl eapedbility with tem prototype HKBae
at sems time during 1858, Cemsidering the Seviets”
progress in the whole field of missilen and the eapa-
pilitice demonstrated is their ICHM, earth satellice, and
other ballistic miswile lsunchings, wo hove aot chaaged

this sotimnte
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B.
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shile it rempins pousible that & limited aapability wiih
comparatively smproves ICBEs haw poen (or will still bw)
establinbed 312 1958, we 30w delisve this to e entreswiy
unlikely.

%e have slso re-emmised the complex tasks the U882k weald
have to sccomplisk te achieve sizsdle operstionsl capsedilities
with ICHNe, and bave changed from 1981 to 1982 the aore
probable yesr at which we estimste shat the UHER couls
achiove sn opersticsal capability with §00 IChHEm. Uowever,
we believe thet with overridiag priarity and wxcepiionnl
swocess in their test and produstion Jregram, such &
eapability might de schieved ss sarly am 1961,
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